* * 
4B . 

* * 
* 


9 
4 
7 


q IEF | s 8 

i . THE 
* * 4 2 
* — 


p TG AIP. . 
Mg . K 
s 2 . ; | 
2 A — 5 

n 

922 233 x Se | 

3 ne 
EE ns * * IF 


2 
* 


* ut T* 
. 


ee ow, r l 
282 


. * 
* 

4 
% 
1 


W * 
- 8 


455 & tr 
r 8 * · x 
. p 


* . 
YO We 
AE 
* 


* 


mundo . v 


— 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE preſent critical Jundture obliges the 
Author to poſtpone his Animadverfions on 
My. Lockt's Theory of Government for 
| ſome Time longer. But the Public may be aſſured, 
that he has not dropped the deſign; and that be 
only poſtpones it, becauſe the. preſent Subject ſeems 
to require a more immediate Attention. In the mean 
while, the Learned and Judicious will eafily per- 
cerve from ſeveral Parts of this Diſcourſe, and 
particularly from what he has advanced, Page 10, 
that he is fixed in his Plan, and that he has ſelected 
theſe Pofitions out of Mr. Lock 'S Book for his 
future Antmadverfion, which are the moſt incon- 
fftent with any Form of Government, Republican 
or Monarchical, and therefore the moſt dangerous 
to real Liberty. 
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EDMUND BURKE, Fig; 


MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR THE 
CITY SF BRISTOL, 


AND 


AGENT FOR THE COLONY OF NEW-YORK, &c. 


SIR, 


S you have been — to beftow 
— Abuſe and Scurrility on me in 


your public Speech of the 19th of 
April, 1774 ;—and alſo many Commendations 
in private both before, and fince that Publi- 
cation; -I ſhall take no other Notice of either, 

than juſt to aſſure Jou. bi I am neither 
elated by your Praiſes, nor chagrined at your 
Cenſures; and inet: I hold myſelf indifferent 
in reſpect to beth. My Buſineſs with you is 
lolely of a public Nature; and thereſbee, 
without farther Preface, I beg Leave to inform 


you, 


6 En 
you, that I propoſe to examine your laſt Per. 
formance, entituled, The Speech of EDMuny 
Burke, E/q; March 22, 1775, with as much 
Freedom, as you do the Writings and Opinions 
of other Men ; but, I hope, with more Decency 
and good Manners. 8 8 1 
In this Speech you lay down certain Premiſes 
reſpecting the Diſputes between the Parent-State 
and her Colonies : And from them you infer a 
moſt extraordinary Concluſion. My Province 
it ſhall be to enquire, whether this Concluſion 
is juſtly and regularly made ;—and whether a 
quite different one ought not to have been 
drawn from ſuch Premiſes. 
My only Difficulty is, to ſtate your Meaning 
with Accuracy and Preciſglh : Not that you 
yourſelf are unable to expreſs your own 
Thoughts with the utmoſt Clearne/s, as well as 
Energy; but you are unwilling, For you excel 
in the Art of ambiguous Expreſſions, that is, in 


iving one Senſe to your Readers, and of re- 
Erving another to yourſelf, if called upon to 
defend what you have ſaid ;—you excel, I ſay, 
in this Art, perhaps the moſt of any Man liv- 
ing. Sometimes you expreſs more than you 
mean; and at other Times leſs; but at all 
Times, you have one general End in View, vix. 
To amuſe with Tropes and Figures, and great 
ſwelling Words, your Audience or your Rea- 
ders, and not to let them ſee your Drift and 
Intention, till you have drawn your Net a- 
round them. | 
Ar Page 15 [1ſt Edit.] you obſerve, © That 
Fin the Character of the Americans, a Love 
Hof Freedom is the predominating Feature 
E which marks and diſtinguiſhes the * 
e | 1 


ro EDMUND BURKE, Es q. 9 
« And that the Americans become ſuſpicious, 
« reftive, and untractable, whenever they ſee the 
« leaſt Attempt to wreſt from them by Force, 
« or Shuffle from them by Chicane, what they 
e think the only Advantage worth living for.“ 
SIR, I perfectly agree with you in your De- 
ſcription : And I will add farther, what you 
chuſe to conceal, that the ſame People were 
reſtive and untractable from the Beginning. For 
as far back as the 7th and 8th of King William, 
C. J. ſet. 9. it appears, that they manifeſted the 
plaineſt Intention of diſowning the Authority of 
the Engliſh Legiſlature in every Inſtance, which 
they thought incompatible with their own In- 
tereſt. Nay, it is evident from the Words of 
the Act, that even, at this early Period, they 
pretended to ſet up Laws, By-laws, Uſage, and 
Cuſtoms in Oppoſition to Engliſþ Acts of Par- 
lament. 5 
You add farther at Page 16 That this 
„ fierce Spirit of Liberty is ſtronger in the 
++ Enghiſþ Colonies, probably than in any other 
* People upon Earth.” I think fo too: And I 
will give a moſt ſtriking Proof of it in the Li- 
berty they took with, and in the Contempt they 
ſhewed to the Circular Letter even of their dar- 
ling Advocate and Patron, Mr. Secretary Pi r, 
now Lord CHATHAM. For when he wrote to 
them to deſiſt from the infamous and traiterous 
Practices of ſupplying the Enemy with Proviſi- 
ons and Military Stores during a War, under- 
taken at their Requeſt, and for their immediate 
Protection; — what Effect had this official au- 
thoritative Letter on their Conduct and Beha- 
viour ?—None at all. For they not only con- 
tinued, but increaſed in the Practice of ſup- 
| | plying 
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8 LET 
plying the Enemy with every Means of pro- 
tracting the War ; — greatly to their own Profit, 
it muſt be owned; — but to the laſting Detri- 
ment of this Country, whoſe Lands Ss Re- 
venues are mortgaged for Ages to come, to. 
wards defraying the Expence of this ruinous, 
conſuming War. Nay, ſuch was the fierce Spi⸗ 
rit of Liberty prevailing in our Engliſb Colonies 
on this trying Occaſion, that the Provincial Go- 
vernors dared not ſo much as commence a Pro- 
ſecution againſt any of the numerous Offenders, 
And their Friends and Agents here at Home 
[You know beſt whether Mr. Burke was 
. the Number: Dr. FRANKLIN certainly 
. ſay, their Friends and Agents were ſo 
for rom being aſhamed of ſuch infamous and 
traiterous Practices, that they openly vindicated 
them in our public News-Papers, pouring forth 
the bittereſt Reproaches on Adminiſtration for 
attempting to reſtrain theſe Northern Mer- 
chants (ſuch was the gentle Phraſe) in the Pur- 
ſuit of their undoubted and unalienable Rights 
and Liberties. After this, there is certainly no 
Need of any further Confirmation of your Aſ- 
ſertion, That the fierce Spirit of Liberty is ftronger 
in the Engliſh Colonies probably than in any other 
People on Earth. 
Now, as ſuch is the Fact, you give us at Page 
21 a Summary of the ſeveral yg which have 
Produced it. © From theſe fix capital Sources, 
— Of Deſcent, of Form of Government, of 
* Religion in the Northern Provinces, of Man- 
“ners in the Southern, of Education, of the 
.< Remoteneſs of Situation from the firſt Mover 
« of Government: From all theſe Cauſes [co- 
operating together] a fierce Spirit of Liberty 
. 2 grown up.“ L | | 
I. AND 


to 
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I. Ax p firſt as to Deſcent. The People 
« of the Colonies (P. 16.) are the Deſcendents 
« of Engliſhmen. England, Sir [addreſſing your-- 
« ſelf to the Speaker] is a Nation which ſtill, I 
« hope, reſpects, and formerly adored her 
«4 Freedom. The Coloniſts emigrated from 
« you, when this Part of your Character was 
« moſt predominant. And they took this 
« Biaſs and Direction the Moment they parted 
from your Hands. They are therefore not 
« only devoted to Liberty, but to Liberty ac- 


« cording to Engliſh Ideas, and on Engliſh Prin- 


« ciples; It happened, you know, Sir, that the 
« great Conteſts for Freedom in this Country 
« were from the earlieſt Times, chiefly upon 
« the Queſtion of Taxing. —The Colonies drew 
from you, as with their Life-Blood, theſe 
Ideas and Principles. Their Love of Liberty, 
as with you fixed and attached on this /pecific 
* Point of Taxing.” 

Here, Sir, you tell ſome Truth; you diſguiſe 
ſome ; and you conceal more than you dif- 
guite. | 
Our firſt Emigrants to North America were 
moſtly Enthuſiaſts of a particular Stamp. They 
were of that Set of Republicans, who believed, 
or pretended to believe, that Dominion was 
founded in Grace. Hence they conceived, that 
they had the beſt Right in the World both to 


| ax, and to per/ecute the Ungodly. And they did 


both, as ſoon as they got Power into their Hands, 
in the moſt open and atrocious Manner. The 
Annals of the Quakers will tell you, that they 
perſecuted Friends even to the Death. And in 
regard to Taxation, if you will be ſo hardy as to 
alert, that they taxed none, but ſuck as were 
tepreſęented in their provincial Aſſembly, I will 

; B _ undertake 


0 r 
undertake to prove the contrary:— Iwill under. 
take to prove, that they themſelves paid no 
Regard, in a Variety of Inſtances, to that very 
Point, on which they inſiſt ſo much at preſent 
in their Diſputes with us, the Right of Repre- 
ſentation, and of not being taxed without their 
own Conſent. 3 
In Proceſs of Time, the Notion, that Domi- 
nion was founded in Grace, grew out of Fafhion. 
But the Coloniſts continued to be Republicans 
ſtill, only Republicans of another Complection. 
They are now Mr. Lock 's Diſciples; who has 
kid down ſuch Maxims in his Treatiſe on Go- 
vernment, that if they were to be executed ac- 
cording to the Letter, and in the Manner the 
Americans. pretend to underſtand them, they 
would neceſſarily unhinge, and deſtroy every 
Government upon Earth. I ſhall at preſent on- 
ty mention the four following. 8 
I. Tur Men are by Nature all free, equal, 
** and independent; and no Man can be put out 
of this Eftate without his own Conſent. Book 2. 
- t» Tn. 
2. © Tyar Governments have no Power over 
the Son, becauſe of that which they have over 
** the Father. Chap. 8. 
3. Tn ſubmitting to the Laws of any 
Country, living quietly, and enjoying Privi- 
leges and Protection under them, makes not 
%a Member of that Society ;—becauſe nothing 
can make any Man fo, but his actually entering 
into it by pos1TiVeE ENGAGEMENT. Chap. 8. 
4. TyHar the Supreme Power cannot take 
from any Man any Part of his Property [ that 
is, cannot tax him] wir Hour His OWN CON- 


- SBNT.” Chap. 11, 
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ro EDMUND BURKE, Es o. 11 
Now, Sir, if theſe crude, undigeſted Notions 
are to be underſtood abſolutely, and without 
Correction or Limitation ; — and if ſuch are the 
true, original Ideas of Engliſh conſtitutional Li- 
berty, —I will frankly acknowledge, that Great- 
Britain hath not ſo much as the Shadow of a 
Right to tax the Colonies : — Nay, I will go 
farther, and ſcruple not to declare, that ſhe has 
no Right to make any Regulation whatever re- 
ſpecting them, without their own expreſs Conſent 
and full Approbation firſt obtained. But, after 
having made this Conceſſion, I hope you will be 
ſo candid on your Part, as to acknowledge, that 
no Government upon Earth did ever yet ſubſiſt 
on ſuch a Plan of wild, utopian Liberty. Ard 
do preſume, that I do not aſk too much in 
making this Requeſt; ſeeing that your celebrated 
Americas Fellow Labourer, Dr. PrirsTLY, 
has already gone a good deal farther. For he 
has already informed the World, in his Eſſay on 
Civil Government, that as all Governments 
whateverhave been in ſome Meaſure compulſary, 
tyrannical, and oppreſiive in their Origin, 
THEREFORE they ougut to be changed, and new- 
moddled as ſoon as ever the People [who 
N. B. according to him and Mr. Locke, have 
always an unalienable and indefeaſible Right to 
change and alter, what, and whenever they pleaſe} 
ſhall feel themſelves ſtrong enough to throw off 
this Uſurpation, and can bring about a glorious 
Revolution, Nay, another great Man, and 
Diſciple of Mr. Lock, no leſs than the patriotic 
Jean Jaques Rouss BAU (I think in his Letters 
from the Mountains) ſuggeſts an happy Expe- 
dient for accompliſhing this deſirable Work of 
perpetual Alterations. He propoſes that once 
4 Year, at leaſt, the People ſhould aſſemble to- 


B 2 gether 


12 E 17:8 © 
gether for the expreſs Purpoſe of conſulting and 
debating, whether they ſhould permit the ſame 
Form of Government, or the ſame Officers to 
continue for one Tear longer; or change them 
all, and begin another Form, or try another 
Set. The People, you know, according to this 
republican Doctrine, are, in all Inſtances, the 
ſupreme Head, and Lord Paramount: And 
Government, even the beſt of Governments, 
ought implicitly to ſubmit to their Authority 
and Controul. Therefore whether the ſame 
Form of Government, or the ſame Admini- 
ſtrators of it, ſhall be, or not be, — that's the 
Queſtion ! | 
Tur Americans of late have acted very agree- 
ably to this ſhifting Scene of new Lords, and 
new Laws. For not only their general Con- 
greſſes, and their Provincial Congreſſes ; but 
their Town-Meetings, their ſelect Meetings, and 
their Liberty-Tree Meetings, have a natural 
Tendency to beget a popular, republican Spirit, 
and to ſubject every Degree of Magiſtracy and 
Government to the perpetual Controul and Ca- 
price of the Mob. In ſhort, it is already an 
eſtabliſhed Maxim in that Country, that the 
Voice of the Penple,— is the Voice or Gov. 
And were any one to dare to gainſay it, Tarring 
and Feathering would be the mildeſt Puniſh- 
ment, which ſuch a Rebel againſt this [Mot- 
cratic] Conſtitution could expect. | 
Axp you, Sir, when you were enumerating 
the many ſignal Advantages we derive from our 
Connections with America, ought to have men- 
tioned this among the reſt :—You ought to 
have exulted, that the fierce American Spirit be- 
gins to operate ſo very rapidly here in England; 
and to have expreſſed 'ycur Hopes that it will 
ſpread 
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ſpread more and more, the longer we are con- 


nected with that People. 


Bur perhaps you had your Reaſons againſt 


being thus explicit. —lt is a tender Point; and 


you have a very difficult Part to act. Certain 
it is, that both the American, and the Engliſb 
Republicans expect great Things from you: 
They expect that you would aſſiſt them in re- 


ducing the Power of the Crown, and of the 


Honſe of Peers to a mere Cypher ;—or rather 
to abolith them totally, Root and Branch : And 
they expect likewiſe, that you would co-operate 
with them in ſubjecting the Houſe of Commons 
Itſelf to the Inſtructions of Town-Meetings, ſe- 
lect Meetings, Liberty-Meetings, &c. &c. &c : 


And in ſhort, that every Thing ſhould be ſub- 


jugated both within Doors, and without Arbi- 
trio popularis Auræ. On the other Hand, it is 


equally certain, that you are endeavouring to 


make Uſe of theſe factious Republicans, as the 
Tools and iInſtruments of your own Advance- 
ment, without gratifying them in their darling 
Object. This is a curious Farce; in which 


each Party muſt act at preſent under borrowed 


Characters; (for even the Republicans muſt, as 
yet, expreſs their Wiſhes more by dumb Shew, 
than by open Declarations) and in which one, or 
other muſt be duped at laſt. But more of this 
hereafter. | 
II. Tye ſecond Source you mention, from 
whence the fierce Spirit of the Americans is de- 
rived, 1s their Forms of Government ſtrongly 


tending to become Republics. And here, as 


you had no Intereſt either to conceal, or to diſ- 
guiſe the Fact, you have given us a juſt Repre- 
ſentation of it. Their [the American] Go- 
** vernments (Page 17.) are popular in an high 
Degree. Some are merely popular; in all the 


popular 
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popular Repreſentative is the moſt weighty : 
And this Share of the People in their ordinary 
Government never fails to inſpire them with 
« lofty Sentiments, and with a ſtrong Averſion 
* from whatever tends to deprive them of their 
chief Importance.“ 

Bur you inſinuate, that you will not decide, 
whether this Indulgence to the Colonies at firſt, 
in granting them ſuch popular [alias republican] 
Forms of Government, aroſe from Lenity, or 
Indolence, from Wiſdom, or Miftake. Alas! 
Sir, one can eaſily perceive by your very Inſi- 
nuation and your Caution, that you had already 
decided this Point in your own Mind, tho” you 
did not chuſe to ſpeak out. And indeed it is 
now evident to all, that if the Parent-State really 
intended to retain an actual and effectual Supre- 
macy over her Colonies, (which was certainly 
her Intention) ſuch Forms of Government were 
of all others the moſt unfit for that Purpoſe ; 
and the moſt likely to beget a Spirit of Inde- 

ndence and Revolt. In Fact, what was fo 
ikely to have happened, has actually come to 
paſs, and would have come to paſs in the na- 
tural and neceſſary Courſe of Things, tho? the 
Stamp or the Tea Acts had never been thought 
of. And I agree with you, that it is now by 
much too late to think of correcting an Error, 
ſo ſtrengthened by Time, and grown inveterate 
by Habit, that it may be ſaid to be interwoven 
into the very Conſtitution of the preſent Ame- 
ricans. Here therefore, as we are agreed in the 

Fact, let every one draw his own Inference. 
III. Your third grand Cauſe is Religion: 
On which Subject you deliver yourſelf in the 
following Strain, at Pages 17 and 18. 
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ce Ip any Thing were wanting to this neceſſary 
« Operation of the Form [to 
« fierce Spirit of Liberty] Religion would have 
given it a complete Effect. Religion, always 
« a Principle of Energy, in this new People, is 
« no Way worn out, or impaired. And their 
« Mode of profeſſing it, is alſo one main Cauſe 
« of this free Spirit. The People are Proteſ- 
« tants; and of that Kind, which is the moſt 
« adverſe to all implicit Submiſſion of Mind and 
„Opinion. This is a Perſuaſion not only fa- 
« yourable to Liberty, but built upon it.— The 
« Diflenting Intereſts have ſprung up in direct 
* Oppoſition to all the ordinary Powers of the 
« World ; and could juſtify that Oppoſition 
„only on a ſtrong Claim to natural Liberty. 
„Their very Exiſtence depended on the power- 
ful and unremitted Aſſertion of that Claim. 
« All Proteftantifm, even the moſt cold and 


„ paſſive, is a Sort of Diſſent. Zut the Religion 


* moſt prevalent in the Northern Colomes is a 
« Refinement on the Principle of Refiſtance ; 
* it is the Diſſidence of Diſſent: And the Pro- 
teſtantiſm of the Proteſtant Religion. This 
Religion, under a Variety of Denominations. 
agreeing in nothing, but in the Communica- 
tion of the Spirit of Liberty, is predominant 


loniſts left England when this Spirit was high, 
and in the Emigrants the higheſt of all.” 
SIR, this Account is not exact, and ſtands in 
Need of ſome Correction. When the Emigrants 
fled from England, they were univerſally: Cal- 
vmiſts of the moſt inflexible Sort. But they 
were very far from being of that Speeies of 
Proteſtants; whom you deſcribe; and of which 
ipreading Sect, there are but too many 2 
th 


et or mfuſe a 


in moſt of the Northern Colonies. The Co- 


- ** m _ _—_ ey -- — — i rm 8 - == — — 
—_— — . — - o - 2 = as i * 5 ” 
— = - - — 
— — - - l 4. = * ©. <> 
— — — "Y — 8 2 - — "—_ — - 
— — _ . - * boo © N FL.” — =_ = 
— - 
8 - — 
4 
— 


—— ²˙ mA m — w.. 


— — — 


— — a — 
—— 2 "es „ fs ye, — Cad 
— — — — 2 — > — 


— — 


— — 


1 RU RO on 


1 


4 


— 


16 EN 
both in Great Britain, Ireland, and America; | 
mean, the modern neu- ligbt Men, who proteſt 
againſt every Thing, and who would diſſent 
even from themſelves, and from their own Opi- 
nions, if no other Means of Diſſention could be 
found out, Such Proteſtants as theſe are very 
literally PRoTEsSTERs ; but it is hard to ſay, 
what they are beſides. And Fact it is, that they 
have no Manner of Affinity with the Calviniſts 
of old reſpecting Church Government. For 
tho' the Calviniſtical Emigrants were profeſſed 
Enemies to the Popery of the Church of Rome, 
and to the Arminianiſm of the Church of Eng- 
land, yet were they no Enemies to religious 
Eſtabliſhments. Nay, their great Aim was, to 
eſtabliſh the ſolemn League and Covenant, as the 
only Syſtem which ought to be admitted into a 
Chriſtian State. Nor would they have ſuffered 
any other religious Perſuaſion to have exiſted, 
if they coùld have prevented it. Moreover, tho 
they were. for pulling down proud and lordly 
Prelacy ; yet were they moſt indefatigable in 
erecting Claſſes, and Synods, and Elderſhips, 
in the genuine Spirit of High Church, Preſby- 
terian Hierarchy, and armed with the Terrors 
and Powers of an Inquiſition. In ſhort, their 
Aim was to eſtabliſh a republican Form of Go- 
vernment built on republican Principles both 
in Church and State. But like all other Re- 
publicans ancient and modern, they were ex- 
tremely averſe from granting any Portion of 
that Liberty to others, which they claimed to 
themſelves as their unalienable Birth-Right. 
Tux preſent Diſſenters in North America re- 
tain very little of the peculiar Tenets of their 


Fore-fathers, excepting their Antipathy to our 
| ung "_ * ſiabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed Religion, and their Zeal to pull 


down all Orders in Church and State, if found 
to be ſuperior to their own. And if it be this 
you mean, by ſaying, that the diſſenting Inte- 
reſts [in America] have ſprung up in direct Op- 
p-ſition to all the Ordinary Powers of the World; 
—and that the Religion moſt prevalent in the 
Northern Colonies, is a Refinement on the Prin- 
ciples of Refiftance ; the Diſſidence of Diſſent, 
and the Proteftantiſm of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion —In ſhort, if you aſcribe the fierce Spi- 
rit now raging in the Northern Colonies to theſe 
Cauſes, I make no Objection to your Account 
of the Matter; provided you will allow, that 
the Religion of the Goſpel is a very different 
Thing from theirs. But nevertheleſs I muſt beg 
the impartial World to judge berween us, as to 
the Concluſion to be drawn from ſuch Premiſes ; 
and whether it be, or be not, a deſireable Thin 


to continue a Connection with a People who are 


actuated by Principles ſo very repugnant to our 
own Conſtitution both in Church and State, and 
ſo diametrically oppoſite to the Spirit of the 
Goſpel. 

IV. To the before mentioned Sources, from 
whence this ungovernable Spirit is derived, you 
add another, viz. The Dominations of the Maſters 
over their Slaves in the Southern Colonies. For 
it ſeems, he that is a Tyrant over his Inferiors, is 
of Courſe, a Patriot, and a Leveller in reſpect to 
his Superiors ; and, I am afraid, there is but 
too much Truth in this Obſervation. How- 
ever, let us conſider the Drift and Tendency of 
Jour own Expreſſions.—“ In Virginia, and the 
\ Carolinas, they have vaſt Multitudes o Slaves. 
Where that is the Caſe, in any Part of the 
_ World, thoſe who are free, are by far the moſt 

oY -* proud 
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* proud and jealous of their Freedom. Free- 
& dom is to them not only an Enjoyment, but a 
*« Kind of Rank and Privilege.—I do not mean 
“ to commend the ſuperior Morality of this 
* Sentiment, which has at leaſt as much Pride, 
as Virtue in it: The Fact is ſo; and theſe 
People of the Southern Colonies, are much 
more ſtrongly, and with an higher and more 
© ftubborn Spirit, attached to Liberty than thoſe 
of the Northward. Such were all the antient 
„ Common-wealths; ſuch were our Gothic An- 
ceſtors; ſuch in our Days were the Poles; and 
„ ſuch will be all Maſters of Slaves, who are 
* not Slaves themſelves. In ſuch a People the 
% Haughtineſs of Domination combines with 
the Spirit of Freedom, fortifies it, and renders 
„ it invincible.” P. 18, and 19. 

Here, Sir, you trace out many important 
Matters for our due Regard and Attention. 
And firſt of all, you ſuggett, that the Southern 
Colonies, who have ſuch Multitudes of Slaves, 
and who, in Conſequence thereof, are by far 
the weakeſt, ſtanding in Need of our daily 
Protection; are nevertheleſs the moſt obſtinately 
bent againſt contributing any Thing towards their 
own Defence. Why ? Becauſe they are by far 
the moſt proud and jealous of their Liberty ; 
for in them the Haughtineſs of Domination 
combines with the Spirit of Freedom : And 
therefore as they will not condefcend to contri- 
bute any Thing towards their own Defence, 
we, who are not ſo proud and jealous, muſt 
ſubmit to be their Guards and Centinels. And 
then perhaps, they may make us forme Acknow- 
ledgments, or they may not; — according as it 
fall pleaſe their High Mightinefſes ! Grand 
and noble on their Part, it muſt be. owned! 
PFF Humiliating 


* 
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Humiliating and mean on ours ! Surely, Sir, 
one would have thought, that a very different 
Inference might have been drawn from ſuch 
Premiſes. One might have ſuppoſed, that it 
would not have been altogether unreaſonable, 
or unjuſt to ſay, that if Men of ſuch Principles 
will not contribute their fair Quota towards 
their own Preſervation ; let them take the Con- 
ſequence ; and let us give ourſelves no further 
Concern about them, 

Bur it ſeems, the antient Republics, and our 
Gothic Anceſtors, the modern Poles, and all 
Maſters of Slaves, who are not Slaves them- 
ſelves, were, and are, in every Part of the 
World, poſſeſſed with the Haughtineſs of Domi. 
nation reſpecting others; and with an invincible 
Spirit of Freedom regarding themſelves. Pro- 
bable enough: The fierce Spirit of the Goaths 
and Vandals was a Spirit of Freedom for them- 
ſelves to do whatever they liſted, at the Expence 
of the Lives, Liberties, and Properties of the 
reſt of Mankind : The modern Poles proſecuted 
juſt the ſame Plan over their Dependents; till 
a Tyrant aroſe of more extenſive Power, and of 
greater Capacity, who has lately ſerved ſome of 
them in the ſame Manner, in which they ſerve 
all their Vaſſals. As to the Inſtitution of Slavery 
in any of our Colonizs ; let thoſe be Advocates 
for it, who approve of it. For my Part, I am 


thoroughly convinced, that the Laws of Com- 


merce, when tightly underſtood, do per fectly 
coincide with the Laws of Morality; both ori- 
ginating from the ſame good Being, whoſe 
Mercies are over all his Works. Nay, I think 
it is demonſtrable, that domeſtic or predial Sla- 
very would be found, on a fair Calculation, to 
be the moſt onerous and expenſive Mode of 

| C 2 cultivating 
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cultivating Land, and of raiſing Produce, that 
could be deviſed. And I defy you, with all 
your Learning and Acuteneſs, to produce a ſin- 
gle Inſtance from Hiſtory either antient or mo- 
dern, of a Country being well cultivated, and 
at the ſame Time abounding in Manufactures, 

where this Species of Slavery (I mean the 45. 
meſtic, or predial) is preferred to the Method of 
hiring free Perſons, and paying them Wages. 

In the mean Time, I do moſt readily ſubſcribe 
to the Doctrine implied in your Deſcription, 

viz. That the Maſters of ſuch Slaves, are, for 
the moſt Part, haughty, inſolent, and imperious 
in private Life; and alſo that chey are turbu- 
lent and factious in reſpect to the Public, in. 

ceſſantly endeavouring to pull down and lay 
low, even with the Duſt, every Order and De 

gree of Men above themſelves. Fura negant 
ibi nata. 

Wirk reſpect to the ancient Republica (and 
you might have added the modern likewiſe) 
the ſame Remark holds good. The Haughti- 
neſs of Domination, generally ſpeaking, ——_ 
theſe republican Governments the moſt inſolent 
and tyrannical upon Earth. And it is obſerv- 
able, that their Subjects retain leſs of Liberty, 
both in Form and Subſtance, than moſt of the 
Subjects even of monarchical Governments. 
Now, that this is the Fact, I appeal to all Men 
of Reading, to all who have travelled, and to all 
who can make a juſt Obſervation on Men and 
'Things. Nay, to go no farther than our own 
Country, the Specimen we had of the manifold 
Tyrannies, and grievous Oppreſſions (without 
even the Colour of Law) of thoſe UpsTarrTs, 
who called themſelves, The Common-Wealth of 
England, after the Murder of King CHaRLes |. 


[ ſay, 
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I ay, this Specimen is ſuch, that no Man, cither 
wiſe, or good, would wiſh to have the like Tra- 
gedies acted over again ;—notwithſtanding the 
high Encomiums, which ſome celebrated re- 
publican Writers of late have paſſed on thofe 
Times. 

In ſhort, Sir, very unfortunate have you been 
hitherto in heaping together ſuch a Number of 
Arguments, and ſuch Examples as theſe : All 
of which militate ſo very ſtrongly againſt your 
own Concluſion. And yet what 1s to follow, 
will be found to.do ſo much more ſtrongly. 

V. For 5th. You ſay (Page 19) permit 
me, Sir, to add another Circumſtance in our 
Colonies, which contributes no mean Part to- 
* wards the Growth and Effect of this un- 
* FRACTABLE SPIRIT ; I mean their Educa- 
„tion. In no Country perhaps in the World 
is the Law ſo general a Study. The Profeſ- 
„ ſton itſelf is numerous and powerful; and in 
* moft Provinces it takes the Lead. The 
* greater Number of the Deputies ſent to the 
* Congreſs were Lawyers. But all who read, 
* and moſt do read, endeavour to obtain ſome 
Smattering in that Science. General Gact 
marks out this Diſpoſition very particularly in 
%a Letter on your Table. He ſtates, that all 
* the People in his Government are Lawyers, or 
Smatterers in Law : And that in Bofton they 
have been enabled by ſucceſsful Chicane 
wholly to evade many Parts of your capital 
** penal Conſtitutions. The Smartneſs of De- 
* bate will ſay, that this Knowledge ought to 
teach them more clearly the Rights of the Le- 
giſlature, their Obligations to Obedience, and 
* the Penalties of Rebellion. All this is mighty 
well: But my honourable and learned Friend 
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the Peace and Proſperity of Great Britain. 
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* on the Floor | the Attorney General] who con- 

<< deſcends to mark what I ſay for Animad ver- 
„ ſton, will diſdain that Ground. He has heard, 
as well as I, that when great Honours, and 
© great Emoluments do not win over thts Know- 
* ledge to the Service of the State, it is a formida- 
& ble Adverſary to Government. If the Spirit be 
not tamed and broken by theſe happy Me- 
„ thods, it is STUBBORN and LITIGIOUs. 40 
« eunt ftudia in mores. This Study renders 
«© Men acute, inquiſitive, dextrous, prompt in 
Attack, ready in Defence, FULL or Rx- 
6 aSGTRCEas.” 

SIR, you ſay, In no Country perhaps in the 
World is the Law ſo general a Study. True: 
And you might have added, That in no Coun- 
try perhaps in the World are there ſo many 
Law-Suits, or ſo much open and barefaced 
Chicane. An American Gentleman of great 


Diſcernment and good Senſe aſſured me about 


the Time of the Stamp - Act, that if that Act 
would make the going to Law ſo dear, as to 
leflen the Number of Law-Suits (but of that 


he doubted) it would become in the Event, tho' 


not by Deſign, the greateſt Bleſſing that ever 
could befal America. He obſerved further, 
that in one ſmall Diſtrict of about 800 taxable 
Perſons, the Number of Law-Suits was ſo great 
in one Year, that I am afraid to repeat it after 
him. For nothing but the Character you give 
of the perverſe Litigiouſneſs and chicaning Diſ- 
poſition of this People, could make his Account 
appear credible. But leaving their own petty- 


fogging Tricks and Quirks to themſelves, we 


will now conſider this wrangling unbappy Turn 
of Mind, as it affects the Trade and Commerce, 


SIR, 
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Six, the Trade to North-America, (which, 
after all your pompous Accounts, I take upon 
me to aver, and DISPROVE IT, IF YOU AN) * 
mucl 


L 


* The Amount of the Value of the Ex- 

ports (extracted from the Cuſtom- Houſe 

Books) from Er land to Holland and Ger- 

mary, for _ ears, viz. from Chriſimas . 

1762, to Chriſtmas 1772, was 30,294,126 11 3 
"The pew of as Webs of the Ex- 858 EN 

ports (taken from the ſame Books) and 

for the ſame Length of Time, from Erg- 

land to the preſent revalted Provinces of 


America, was only 20,061,023 28 


— 


According to this Account it appears, 
that Holland and Germany were bet- 
ter Cuſtomers to England than the 
revolted Provinces of North America, 
_ theſe nine Years, by the Sum 


0 — 10,233,103 7 7 
Before a Compariſon was drawn between the Trade to North- 
America, and the Trade to other Countries, where awe have 
no Colonies, the general Cry of the Mal-contents was, Let us 
appeal to the Cuſtom- Houſe Boeks, and there you will find, 
that the Trade to our Colonies is worth all other Trades be- 
ſides This was the Language which Dr. FxanxrLin held, 
in my Hearing, about twenty Years ago. But, as I never be- 
lieved him in any public Matter, excepting in his Electrical 
Experiments, I was reſolved to ſee with my own Eyes, whe- 
ther what he advanced was true or not; having a ſtrong Suſ- 
picion that he fibbed deſignedly, like Sir HENRY WorT on's 
Embaſſador, patric cauſa. The Extract, which I then ob- 
tained, is now miſlaid. But I remember perfectly well, that 
the Ballance was at that Time much greater in Favour of Ger- 
nam and Holland, even than it is at preſent, as given above. 
Nay, I think that the Exports to Halland alone were then equal, 
or nearly equal to the Value of all the Exports to North America. 
And it 1s reaſonable to fuppoſe, that at that Juncture, the Cate 
was net far diſtant from this State of it. For then we had not al- 
together ſpent 70,000,000. Sterling in Defence of that Coun- 
try; which Circumſtance as it greatly enriched the Americans, en- 

abled 
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much leſs than that to Holland and Germany; yet 


this Trade alone has made more Bankrupts, and 
ruined more Merchant Exporters, for theſe fift 


Years laſt paſt, than almoſt every other Ex port. 


Trade beſides. This is a Fact, which I am well 
| perſuaded, could have been no Secret to Mr 
Burke ; yet, as he has ſtudiouſly concealed it 
from his Hearers, or his Readers, I will, in Ju. 
tice to them, endeavour to explain it in the beſt 
Manner I am able. 5 
Tux People of other Countries, Holland Ger- 
many, France, or Spain, &c. &c. are, generally 


ſpeaking, afraid of giving Orders for a greater 


Quantity of Goods, than they can ſee a Proſpect 


abled them proportionably to extend their Trade, and to pur- 
chaſe much greater Quantities of Goods than they had done 
before. And we had not then drained ourſelves of Men 4. 
well as Money, to fight their Battles, and to ſettle among 

them, to their Gains, but to our h teparable Loſs : — Nor 
laftly, had the Em'grations from the different Parts of Europe, 
and eſpecially from Germany, Ireland, and Scotland, then tak- 
en Place to the Degree they have ſince done; all which Ci- 
cumftances conſpire to ſwell the preſent Account in Favour of 
America, much beyond its due Size and real Value, and to 
lefſen both the Conſumption at Home, and our Exports to o- 
ther Countries. For it is evident to a Demonſtration, that i: 
our old Cuſtomers will remove from Germany, Ireland. Scot- 
land, &c. or from among ourſelves to ſettle in North America; 
— they cannot be European and American Cuſtomers at the 
fame Time: So that what we get in one ReſpeQ, we muſt 
loſe in the other. And yet, with all theſe Advantages, and 


taking the American Trade at its moſt flouriſhing Period, viz. 


trom the Year 1763 to the Year 1772, as above ttated ; —— 
what is it to make ſuch a mighty Boaſt of? And why is out 
Commerce with other Countries ſo much vilified and degrad- 
ed, if brought into Compariſon with the Trade of Nerth Ame- 
rica ? — But I throw out theſe Reflections only as Hints at 
preſent, and reſerve to myſelf a more full Conſideration of the 
Matter in the Treatiſe that is to follow, viz. An Addreſs to 
the Landed Intereſt of Great-Britain and Ireland. c 
Q 


— 
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| of paying for. Not ſo in North America. For, 
| f you will give them Credit, they will give you 
Orders to what Amount you pleaſe. [I ſpeak 

WH this in general, for undoubtedly there are nu- 


| mers Exceptions.] And then, when the Time of 
| Payment approaches, they are the very People 
l von have deſcribed, dextrous, prompt in Attack, 


ready in Defence, and pull or ResouRces : 
Some of which Reſources, as practiſed between 
forty and fifty Years ago, I will lay before the 
| Reader. . 1 „ 
FixsT, after they had run ſo far in Debt, that 
- WH they could be no longer truſted ;—they required 
that the Engliſb Creditor ſhould make his Ap- 
pearance in their Courts of Law, or before ſome 
of their Magiſtrates, in order to prove his Debt. 
Now it is eaſy to ſee; that, in many Caſes, it 
would be better for the Eng!i/þ Merchant to 
compound his Debr at any Rate, or even to- 
tally to relinquiſh it, than to proſecute the Re- 
covery of it after this Manner. Then, ſecondly, 
they inſiſted, that their Lands, Houſes, and 
Slaves were not liable to the Payment of Com- 
mercial or Book Debts, becauſe they were' not- 
4jjets ,—though theſe Poſſeſſions were purchaſed, 
or procured by that very Credit, and thoſe very 
Capitals, which they had obtained from Eng- 
and. The Merchants of Great-Britain, finding 
themſelves thus ſharnefuly cheated of their 
Property, petitioned the Parliament for a Re- 
dreſs of Grievances; and obtained an Act the 
5th of G. II. c. 7. Anno 1732, entituled, An 
Ac for the more eaſy Recovery of Debts in 
His Majeſty's Plantations and Colonies in 
America. In which Act there are ſpecial 
Clauſes inſerted for defeating both theſe Schemes 
of your ingenious Friends, the Americans, How- 
a _— e 


CWC 
ever, a People fo full of Reſources, as you have 
deſcribed them to be, ſoon recovered themſelveg 
from this Overthrow : For in a very few Years, 
they. contrived another ſucceſsful Mode of 
cheating their Engliſh Creditors : And the four 
New- England Provinces, now in actual Rebellion, 
were particularly concerned in this Conſpiracy. 
The Trick was, to iſſue out a Paper Currency, 
and to obhge the Exgliſb Creditor to accept of 
it as a legal Tender, in full Diſcharge of all De- 
mands. The Engliſi man, who in Great-Britain, 
is not obliged by Law to accept even of a Bank- 
Note, as a Tender of Payment, was ſhocked 
and. alarmed to the laſt Degree, at this repeated 
Attack upon his Property: And therefore ap- 
plied again to the Legiſlature for Aſſiſtance and 
Protection. Nor did he apply in vain: For in 
the Tear 1751, wiz. 24th of G. II. c. 53, an 
Act : was pailed, entituled, An Act to regulate 
and reſtrain Paper Bills of Credit in His Ma- 
_ ©. jeſty's Colonies and Plantations of Rhode - Iſland 
and Providence Plaritations, Connecticut and 
 E:-Maſſarhuſets Bay, and New Hamęſbire in 
«* America ; and [N. B.] to prevent the fame 
being legal Tenders in Payments of Money.” 
Now, Sir, you ſee even here, and without 
mentioning thoſe numerous Inſtances of a grow- 
ing Diſpoſition to rebel, which occaſioned the 
famous declaratory Law of 75th and 8th of Wir- 
LIAM HI. c. 7. about 80 Years ago ;—and with- 
out referring to the Archives of the Board of 
Trade, whoſe. Preſſes are loaded with Engliſb 
Complaints and Memorials againſt Amenican In- 
juſtice and Chicane, againſt their Violation of 
our Trade-Laws, and other bad. Practices ;— | 
lay, without referring to any of theſe, and confin- 
ing öurſelves ſimply and ſolely to the Acts of 
nn « Partizmen: 
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Parliament here mentioned; it appears evident 


with the Colonies derive their Origin from 
Cauſes much more ancient and remote, than ei- 


really aſtoniſhing, that you ſhould have the Cou- 
rage even to inſinuate the contrary ;—much 
leſs to aſſert it, ſo peremptorily, as you do at 
; P. 34. and in the Face of ſuch ſtubborn Facts. 
But alas! All Things are now inverted. For 
that very Boldneſs, which nothing but a Con- 
? ſciouſneſs of Truth, the Mens conſcia recti ought 
to inſpire, is become the Privilege of the moſt 
bare-faced Falthoods. £ 
Bur to return; after both theſe Acts of Par- 
liament (obtained, N. B. not during the preſent, 
but during the late Reign;) one would have 
thought, that an effectual Stop had been put to 
American Chicaning, and American Subterfuges. 
: Alas, Sir, no ſuch Thing, Your Friends and 
, Fellow-Labourers are ever dextrous, ever ready 
in Defeuce, and full of Reſources, The Tricks 
; laſt in Vogue as I am credibly informed (I 


mean, before ever the Stamp-Act was thought 


of) were to procraſtinate a Law-Suit to an im- 
moderate Length ; which it ſeems, this People, 
Jo addicted to the Study of the Law, have diſcover- 
| ed the Art of doing, with a very ſmall! Expence 
| on their Part. And then, when they could 
| ward off the Blow no longer, and when the 
Lands, Houſes, and Effects muſt be fold, in 
| Conſequence of the afore- mentioned Act ; the 
| laſt Reſource was, to get a Friend tr buy the 
Eftate back again at the publick Vendue; in 
which Caſe theſe good Men and true were ſure of 
vouriag one another againſt the common Ene- 

| My. In ſhort, it frequently came to paſs, that 
te Engliſb Creditor, at the Foot of the Ac- 

= D 2 : count, 


to a Demonſtration, that the preſent Diſputes 


ther the Stamp or the Tea Act. And it is 
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count, found himſelf fo loaded with Expences 
and Items of various Kinds, that it was well ſor 
him, if the Sale of the Premiſes would defray 
the Charges, without taking into the Atoms 
his original Debt, his Loſs of Intereft, expected 
Profit on his Capital, Loſs of Time, &c. Ke. 
| Nay, it has been ſome Times known, that the 
Sheriff himſelf has abſgonded with the Purchaſe 
Money. 

Hence, Sir, and from a Variety of ſuch 
Cauſes, it has actually come to paſs, that fo 
many Merchants of London, Briſtol, Liverpool, 
&c. &c. have failed, and become Bankrupts, 
if they traded chiefly and principally to North- 
America :—And that ſo very few have acquired 
any conſiderable Fortunes by this Trade, not- 
withſtanding the great Riches which have been | 
acquired by almoſt all others. | 

Bu r here, to uſe your own Words, the Smart- 
neſs of Debate will retort upon me: — Granting 
the Caſe to be as you have ftated it, What do 
<< you propoſe to do with theſe Americans? 
« Your own Scheme of a total Separation from 
them, recommends nevertheleſs the trading 
with them, as with any other independent, 
neutral Powers. And then, if they ſhould 
% have Recourſe to their former Tricks and 
0 Chicaneries, the ſame Complaints will be 
made by the Engliſs Merchants, and the ſame 
« Difficulties, or perhaps greater, might again 
«« perplex the Britiſh Crown and Parliament.” 
To which Objection I return the following An- 
ſwer : — That if the Norih-American Provinces 
were erected into independent States, their Sub- 
jects would be afraid to inſult us with ſuch 
| fhocking Provocations, as they have done with 
Impunity for many Years paſt. No neutral 
Powers dares to attempt the like againſt Grea!- 

Britain. 
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Britain. And in Caſe the Americans ſhould 
ever betray a Diſpoſition to return to their for- 
mer Practices, a few Letters of Marque Ships 
ſent upon their Coaft, would ſoon teach theſe 
Smatterers m the Law, to be honeſt in Spite of 
their Teeth. Nay, the Americans themſelves 
have not, as far as appears, practiſed theſe infa- 
mous Cheats on any European Nation, excepting 
the Engliſo. For tho' they have, for at leaſt 
theſe laſt fifty Years, carried on an increaſing 
Trade with Holland and Germany, with France, 
Spain, Portugal, and Italy, either by Means of 
the Dutch, French, Spaniſh, or Portugueſe Co- 
lonies; or by a more direct Communication : — 
Yet they have, for the moſt Part, paid ready 
Money wherever the Ballance was againſt them : 
And then they traded with the good-natured 
_ credulous Engliſh on long Credit; which induced 
them, when the Times of Payment drew on, to 
be guilty of the infamous Practices, before de- 
— Ons LN 

So much for their private Character reſpe&- * 
mg their commercial Intercourſe with their 
Fellow-Subje&s. — We will now conſider the 
fame People in another View, viz. in the Treat- 
ment they ſhew to that very Legiſlature which 
they themſelves do in Words and in Tongue ac- 
knowledge to be ſupreme. | 

GENERAL GaGe, you ſay, declares in one of 

his Leters, that [as all the People in his Go- 
vernment are either Lawyers, or Smatterers 
in Law] they have in Beffon been enabled by 
* Succeſsful Chicane, wholly to evade many 
Parts of one of our capital penal Conſtituti- 
** ons.” Moſt probably this penal Statute was 
one of our Laws for the Regulation of their 
Tr ade, and for confiting it to the Mother-Coun- 


try; 


20 . 
try; which Syſtem of Laws you well know (they 
you will not own it) has ever been their Aim 
either to undermine, or over-turn. And, Sir, 
if you will be pleaſed to attend to the very 
Terms made uſe of, both by the Provincia] 
and General Congreſſes, in their reſpective Re- 
ſolves; you will find that theſe zealous Proter. 
tants, who are, in your Opinion, the very Quint- 
eflence of Proteſtantiſm, are nevertheleſs as 
great Adepts in the Science of Equivocation and 
mental Reſervation, as the moſt ſubtile Jeſuit. 
You will find, that when they ſeemed to ap- 
oach the neareſt to a Compromiſe, they really 
intended to be as far diſtant from it as ever; and 
only uſed ſoothing and ambiguous Expreſſions 
in order to deceive the Unwary.—That this is 
the Fact, you may learn at once from that re- 
markable Expreſſion in all their Congreſs Re- 
| ſolves; EVER Io EA of Taxation. Now what 
is every Idea? What are its Limits and Boun- 
daries? And who can fix the Meaning of ſo 
* vague a Term? According to the Explanations 
which the American News-Papers, and their po- 
litical Writers have already given of this Phraſe 
of doubtful Signification, it appears, that they 
intend to object under Cover of it, to every Re- 
ſtriction you can form for confining their Trade 
to the Mother-Country; ſeeing that the Sanc- 
tions or Penalties, by which ſuch Regulations 
muſt be enforced, may be conſidered as com- 
ing under the Idea of Taxation. For, ſay 
they, every Enxgliſb Law, which either dimi- 
s niſhes our Property, or deprives us of the 
Means of acquiring it, is in Fact, a Tax laid 
on the Inhabitants of America for the Benefit 
© of England.” And under this Head, they have 
already claſſed that Act of Parliament, which 


required 
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required the Billeting the Troops in their re- 
ſpective Provinces. 

Bur leſt, Sir, you ſhould deſpiſe what Thave 
here ſuggeſted, (what you often magiſterially 
affect to do,) give me Leave to refer you to a 
Prophet of their own, who delivers his Oracles 
on this Head. If, ſays he, the Britiſh Parlia- 

ment has a legal Authority to order, that we 
« ſhall furniſh» a fingle Article for the Troops 
here [in America,] and to compel Obedience to 
« that Order; they have the ſame Rights toorder 
* usto ſupply. thoſe Troops with Arms, Cloaths, 
e and every neceſſary, and to compel Obedi- 
* ence to that Order: In ſhort, to lay any Bur- 
dens they pleaſe upon us: What is this but 
8 us at a certain Sum, and leaving to us 

only the Manner of raiſing it? How is this 
more tolerable than the Stamp Act? Would 
that Act have appeared more pleaſing to Ame- 
ricans, if being ordered thereby to raiſe the 
Sum total of the Taxes, the mighty Privil 
had been left to them of ſaying, how much 
ſhould'be paid for an Inſtrument in Writing 
* on Paper, and how much for another on 
Parchment. An AcT or PARLIAMENT COM- 
MANDING US TO DO A CERTAIN THING, 
IFIT HAS ANY VALIDITY, Is a Tax UPON 


©» 
«c 


te 
10 


* COMPEYING WITH IT.” [Letter iſt of the 


Letters from a Farmer in America, printed at 
N London 3 for AL Mon, 

8.] 

And: now, Sir, if it be poſſible to ſuppoſe 
that any Thing further can be wanting to prove 
the Expediency, and even Neceſſity of ſeparat- 
ing. ſpeediiy from ſuch a People, and ſo circum- 


ſtanced; — = you yourſelf have furniſhed us-with 


One 


us  FOR- THE EXPENCE THAT ACCRUES IN 
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32 LET. 7-6 
ane grand Argument ſtill more cogerit than al 
the reſt, under your next and concluding Head, 
Strong indeed, and very emphatical are your 
Words on this Occaſion! . 

VI. The laſt Cauſe of this DisobEDIENI 
* SPIRIT. in the Colonies is hardly leſs powerful 
than the reft, as it is not merety moral, but 
laid deep in the natural Conſtitution - of 
Things. Three Thouſand Miles of Ocean lie 
* between you and them. No Contrivance can 
prevent the Effect of this Diſtance in weak- 
* ening Government. Seas roll, and Months 
„ paſs, between the Order and the Execution 
* And the Want of a ſpeedy Explanation of x 
„ ſingle Point, is enough. to defeat a whole 
„ Syſtem. You have indeed winged Miniſters 
* of Vengeance, who carry your Bolts in ther. 
* Pounces to the remoteſt Verge of the Sea. 
But there a Power ſteps in, that limits the Ar- 
„ rogance of the raging Paſſions and furious 
* Elements, and ſays, ſo far ſhalt thou go, and 
* no farther. Who are you that ſhould fret 
„and rage, and bite the Chains of Nature ?— 
« Nothing worſe happens to you, than. does to all 
_ & Nations who have extenſive Empires And ii 
% Happens in all the Forms into which Empire can 
ge thrown. In large Bodies, the Circulation 
of Power muſt be leſs vigorous at the Extre- 
„ mities. Nature has ſaid it. The Turk can- 
„ not govern Ægypt, and Arabia, and Curdiſtan, 
« as he governs Thrace ; nor has he the ſame 
„Dominion in Crimea and Algiers, which he has 
* at Bruſa and Smyrna. Deſpotiſm itſelf is 
© obliged to truck and huckfter. The Sultan 
gets ſuch Obedience as he can. He governs 
« with a looſe Rein, that he may govern at all; 
Land the whole of the Force and Vigour of his 

5 « Authority 
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„ Authority in his Centre, is derived ſrom a 
« prudent Relaxation in all his Borders. Spain 
in her [American] Provinces, is, perhaps, not 
« {© well obzyed as you are in yours. She 
complies too; ſhe ſubmits, ſhe watches Times. 
«© This is the immutable Condition, the eternal 
© Law, of extenſive and detached Empire.” — 
[Page 20.] 

Tur immutable Condition! the eternal Law! 
of extenſive and detached Empire ! Pray, Sir, on 
which Side of the Queſtion were you retained ? 
And whoſe Cauſe are you now pleading ? I have 
heard of Lawyers in great Practice, who, thro" 
Hurry and Inattention, miſtook one Brief for an- 
other, and then, pleading on a contrary Side to 
that on which they were retained, did not per- 
ceive their Error, till their Clients had loſt their 
Cauſe. Whether any Thing of the like Kind 
has happened to you, is more than I can ſay. 
But it is Matter of Aftoniſhment to all, to your 
own Friends and Admirers, as well as to others, 


that you ſhould bring ſuch Arguments as theſe, 


to prove the Necethty of continuing an Union 
of Empire between Great-Britain and the de- 
tached continental Powers of North- America. 
You inſtance the Cafe of Spain: But to what 
End or Purpoſe have you brought it in the 
preſent Argument? For if it be, to diſplay the 
Benefit and Advantage of diſtant and extenſive 
Colonies, you ſurely are the moſt unfortunate 
of all Men living in the Nature of your Proofs : 
Spain being a ſtriking Example, and a full Il- 
luſtration, of the direct contrary. Spain, Sir, as 
you well know, was, before it was ſeized with 
an epidemic Madneſs of ſettling Colonies in 
America, one of the richeſt, the beſt peopled, 
the beſt cultivated, and the moſt flouriſhing 
Country in Europe. It was ſaid to have con- 
tained at leaſt twenty Millions of Inhabitants : 
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Its Cities were numerous and opulent, a. 
bounding with Manufactures of various Kinds, 
and particularly with thoſe of Silk and Wool. 
But now alas! how fallen! what is Spain! where 
are its Manufacturers! where its Inhabitants ! 
Tux laſt Enumeration of its Inhabitants, was, 
T think, in the Year 1766: And the Numbers 
then given in, were between fix and feven Milli- 
ons of Perſons of an Age ſufficiently adult to re- 
ceive the Sacrament at Eaſter. The Queſtion 
therefore between you and me 1s reduced to a 
few fingle Points, ſimple in themſelves, and 
eaſy to be underſtood, viz. iſt. Whether Spain, 
with its preſent Number of Inhabitants (or if 
you pleaſe, with double its preſent Number) and 
alſo with vaſt and extenſive Colonies in South- 
America, is richer and ſtronger than it was, with 
its Twenty Millions formerly, and without any 
Colonies at all? And 2dly, What prudential 
Courſe ought Spain to take in its preſent Situa- 
tion; viz. Whether to call off as many Ameri- 
can Subjects as it can, and then entirely to 
abandon all thoſe immenſe and diſtant Regions, 
which it cannot govern, turning its Cares wholly 
to the re-peopling and improving of old Spain? 
Or whether to go on ſtill in its preſent Mode, 
trucking and huckflering, and getting ſuch an Obe- 
dience as it can | which you ſay is the Caſe even 
with the Grand Turk] watching Times, govern- 
ing and ſubmitting by Turns, and complymy 
with this American Spirit as with a neceſſary 
Evil? Now, Sir, as theſe are the Queſtions to 
be decided; let the impartial World judge be- 
tween, and determine for us. And after that 
Deciſion, let an Application be made, muta! 
nomine, to Great- Britain and her Colonies. 
Two Words more about Spain, and I have 
done. The firſt is, that before the Diſcover) 
of America, there were upwards of $0,000 
FE Hogſheads 
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Hogſheads of Sugar raiſed in the Kingdom of 
Grenada ; and all raiſed by free People, with- 
out domeſtic or predial Slavery. Whereas at 
preſent there are hardly any. Why? Becauſe 
Hain has now Sugar Colonies in America; and 
the making of Sugars in Grenada would interfere 
with their Intereſts. We have, I think, made 
no leſs than fix Acts of Parliament here in Eng- 
land, on a fimilar Plan, to prevent the Cultiva- 
tion of Tobacco, in order to favour the Colony 


of Virginia. 


THz ſecond is, that the only Province in all 
Spain, which ſeems to begin to lift up its Head, 
and to get a little forward in Population, Agri- 
culture, and Manufactures, is the Province of 
Catalonia. And the Reaſon is, becauſe Catalonia 
is happily by its Situation the fartheſt removed 
from che baleful Influence of Colony-Connec- 
tions, and ſuffers the leaſt by Emigrations, 

Axp now, Sir, as if the ſix Cauſes, which 


you had already produced, were not enough 


to overthrow your whole Syſtem, you are 


ſo kind, in the Sequel, as to preſent me with 


two more, which prove very ſtrong Arguments 
againſt yourſelf. The firſt is, the growing Popu- 
/ation of the Colonies, which you tay [Page 24} 
is evidently one Cauſe of their Refiſtance. And 
therefore in whatever Ratio this Population is 
to be ſuppoſed to increaſe, in the ſame muſt 
their Reſiſtance increaſe with it, and our Autho- 
rity decreaſe, The other Cauſe of Reſiſtance is, 
the prodigious Expanſion of the Back-Settle- 
ments. Many of the People in the Back- 
** Settlements are already little attached to par- 
* ticular Situations. Already have they topped 


the Apalachian Mountains. From thence they 


** behold before them an immenſe Plain, one 
** vaſt, rich, level Meadow, a Square of Five 
* Hundred Miles. Over this they would wan- 
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der, without a Poſſibility of Reſtraint.“ And 


ſurely, Sir, if it is ip9//ible for us to reſtrain 
them, undoubtedly they uu wander whenever 
they chuſe ſo to do.] They would ſoon change 
their Manners with the Habits of their Life; 
* would ſoon forget a Government by which 
they were diſowned ; Would become Hords 
of Enghſb Tartars; and pouring down upon 


cc 
* 
1 
* 


N 


ſiſtible Cavalry, become Maſters of your Go- 
% vernors and Counſellors, your Collectors and 
„ Comptrollers, and of all the Slaves that ad- 
“ hered to them.” [Page 24.] 

Tuaxks to you, Sir, for theſe kind, and pro- 
phetic Declarations ! The Deſcription alone 1s 
ſufficient ; without ſtaying to put the Matter to 
an actual Trial. And if after this, we will per- 


fevere in retaining Governors and Counſellors, 


Collectors and Comptrollers in ſuch a Country, 
on any Account, or under any Modification 
whatever, we deſerve to ſuffer all that you have 
predicted. For indeed, whether the Colony 
was placed in Aſiatic or in American Tartary, 
the Folly and Abſurdity of pretending to govern 
ſuch a Colony, and to make it ſubſervient to the 
Purpoſes of Britiſb Commerce, would be juſt the 


_ ſame. Nature oppoſes it, as you juſtly obſerve : 


And Nature will be obeyed. | 
Bur I forget: Vou have a Scheme of your 
own to propoſe : A Scheme, which will remove 
all Difficulties, be they ever ſq great; an infal- 
lible Scheme, which can unite the moſt diſtant 
| Situations, reconcile the moſt jarring Intereſts, 
the moſt oppoſite Principles, and diſcordant Tem- 
pers ;—A Scheme, in ſhort, which, as you ſay on 
another Occaſion, will annibilate both Space and 
Time, and make two Lovers happy.—** The Pro- 
* poſition is Peace. [Page 5.] Not Peace 
** thro' the Medium of War; not Peace to be 
| » > Aw 4-1 hunted 


your unfortified Frontiers a fierce and irre- 
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hunted thro' the Labyrinths of intricate and 
endleſs Nogociations ; not Peace, to ariſe out 
of univerſal Diſcord, fomented from Princi-: 
ciple, in all Parts of the Empire; not Peace 
« to depend on the juridical Determination of 
« perplexing Queſtions, or the preciſe marking 
« the ſhadowy Boundaries of a complex Go- 
« yernment. It is ſimple Peace, ſought in its 


6c 


La * 
1 * * 


* 
* 


« natural Courſe, and its ordinary Haunts.—It 
« js Peace ſought in the Spirit of Peace, and laid 


« in Principles purely pacific.” | 
War a pompous Deſcription is here! 


Mulier formaſa ſuperne, 
Definit in Piſcem —— 


For after all, what is this Heaven born paci- 
fic Scheme, of which we have heard ſo laboured 
an Encomium ? Why, truly“; F we will grant 

— the 


* See the thirteen Propoſitions printed at the End of Mr. 
Buzx e's Speech, Pages 63, 64, and 65. The Sum total of 
which may be thus expreſſed, EAR and Foxeear. ** Bene 
with, and ſubmit to the Calonies in every Thing, while 
they continue to acknowledge the ſame Head of the Empire, 
the ſame King with ourſelves : — But forbear to compel 
© them, direQly or indirectly, to make any Proviſion either 
for the general Defence of the Empire, or for the par- 
„ ticular Uſes of their King, towards whom they profeſſed 
„ ſuch Loyalty, — if they are not voluntarily diſpoſed to 


make theſe Grants.” Mr. Buzxe may not approve of 


this Comment on his Doctrine, becauſe it develops his Meaning 
a little too plainly, and mal. apropos. But J appeal to the 
World whether his Scheme of Pacification can be underſtood, 
I mean practically underſtood, in any other Senſe? In theſe 
thirteen Propoficions every Demand of the Colonies is 
complied with in Effect, tho! not totidem verbis. And their 
Compliance or Conceſſion is to be conſidered, not as ſome 
temporary Indulgence, or Matter of Favour to be reſumed at 
Pleaſure ; but as a Matter of Right, and as the terms 
of the ſolemn League and Covenant, which the two Britiſh Na- 
tions of Europe and America are to enter into, and as a CAA 
SOClal CompacT to remain inviolable for ever. Therefore 
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38 . 
the Colonies all that they ſhall require, and ſtipulate 
for nothing in Return; then they will be at Peace 
with us. I believe it; and on theſe ſimple 
Principles of ſimple Peace-making I will en 
gage to terminate every Difference throughout 
the World: I ſay, throughout the World: For 
even your own Diſſidents of American Diſſenters, 
whom you have deſcribed as the moſt difficult 
of all Men living to be pleaſed, cannot, I ſhould 
think, aſk for more, than to have their Demands 
always granted, whenever they make them. 

IT is, Sir, a Thing worthy of Obſervation in 
your Writings, that whenever you are advancing 
ſome ſtrange Paradox, which will not bear a 

+ Diſcuſſion in open Day, there you attempt 
either to envelope yourſelf in ſuch a Cloud of 
Metaphors, as may prevent your Readers from 
ſeeing whar you are about ;—or elſe to draw up 


the natural Queſtion is. What is granted or to be granted, to 
Great-F»itain in Return for ſuch Concethons? Nothing at 
all. But is it not ſtipulated, That the North Americans ſhall, 
for the future, at leaſt bear their own Expences? No, by no 
Means. They are to have the ſole Power either of granting, 
or ot refuſing to grant, any Money even for their own Eſta- 
| bliſhments. Now, if they ould refuſe to make theſe neceſſa- 
ry Grants, as they have frequently done, what Courſe is to 
be taken with them? Are we to compel them to make Provi- 
ſion for their own Services? No, by no Means: For this 
13 contrary to the expreſs Words of the intended Treaty. Are 
we then to abandon them, and give them up, telling them, 
that we will not be troubled any longer with ſuch unreaſon- 
able People? Nor that: For, provided they ſhall continue 
to acknowledge the ſame King, the ſame general Head of the 
pire whom we acknowledge, they will have fulfilled all 
their Engagements: — And Great-Britain muſt do the reſt. 
1 the Words of the Orator, at Page 58, are both juſt 
and emphatical : — Mine [my Plan] is GAT ufTOus, and 
Cun-conpiriox AT, and not held out as a Matter of Bargain 
% and Sale.” Indignant Reader, make thine own RefleQi- 
ons! Had we been abſolutely conquered by tke Arms of Ane · 
rica, what other Terms of Slavery could have been impoſed 


ppon us? 
« Ai your 
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your Paragraphs with ſuch Guards and Salvoes, 
hat while you preſent one Senſe to your Rea- 
ders, you reſerve another for yourſelf in Caſe of 
Attack. Of the former of theſe Inſtances I 
have given ſome glaring Inſtances already ; and 
ſhall now exhibit ſome Specimens of the latter. 
Ar Page 52, you ſay, I do not not know, 
That the Colonies have, in any general Way 
or in any cool Hour, gone much beyond the De- 
mand of Immunity in relation to Taxes. It 
„js not fair to judge of the Tempers and Diſ- 
« poſitions of any Man, or of any Set of Men, 


ca 


0 


n 

7 « when they are compoſed, and at reſt, from 
1 their Conduct or their Expreſſions, in a State 
t of Diſturbance and Irritation.“ | 

f Now a plain, honeſt Man, not aware of your 


mental Reſervations, would think, that you had 
cxpreſsly told him, that before the Colonies were 
provoked by the S:amp-Act, they were all Love 
and Duty to the Mother-Country ; and that till 
this fatal Period, they had never manifeſted any 
Diſobedience to her Authority, or ſhewn the 
leaſt Reluctance to comply with her Demands. 
But as you know the contrary, you were un- 
willing to riſque the Merits of your Cauſe on 
this Iſſue: And have cautiouſly added, that the 
Colonies have not in any general Way, in their 
cool Hours gone much beyond, &c. &c. There- 
fore ſhould. I undertake to prove, that the Co- 
lonies as far back as the Year 1696, manifeſted 
a ſtrong Diſpoſition to ſet up Laws, Bye-Laws, 
Uſages and Cuſtoms in Oppoſition to the Na- 
vigation-Act, and other Acts of the like Ten- 
| dency; (where Taxation was out of the. Queſtt- 
| on) — Yaur Reply is ready: The Colonies 
| might be then in a State of Diſturbance: and 
Irritation: And I had only affirmed, that 
they did not break out into Acts of Diſobedi- 
* ence in their coo] Hours Or if I could Pow, 
whic 
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which I think I can) that in the Year 1696, 
there was no Appearance of Difturbanee or 
Irritation in the Colonies, but that all was peace- 
able; — You then can have Recourſe to your o. 
ther Diſtinction, viz. © That their Reluctance 
to comply with particular Acts of Parliament, 
* which they eſteemed to be peculiarly oppreſ- 


_ <. ſive, was very conſiſtent with their Conduct as 


* good Subjects in general.“ In ſhort, by the 
Help of theſe Diſtinctions and mental Reſerva- 
tions every Inſtance of their Diſaffection and 
Diſobedience to, and Ill- treatment of, their Pa- 


rent State may be accounted for, palliated and 


gloſſed over: And nothing will remain for us at 
Home, but to take Shame to ourſelves for hav- 
ing brought ſuch a frivolous Accuſation. Their 
tempting General BR AD DOcK to ſet forward on 
a March, and then refuſing to ſupply him with 
neceſſary Proviſions at the Places appointed, un- 
leſs he would advance the Price, which had been 
agreed upon, to a moſt enormous Height; — 
And after all deceiving him | would to God, that 


we had taken Warning by this Treachery, and 
left them and the Indians to have fought their 


own Battles.) Their aiding and abetting our 
declared Enemies, the French and Spaniards, 
during a War undertaken for their Sakes :— 
Their refuſing to pay their juſt Debts to their 
Engliſh Creditors, while they were trafficking 
with other Nations for ready Money ; with 
numberleſs other Artifices and Chicaneries, 
which are daily practiſed by theſe Smatterers in 
the Law; all, all are to be veiled over by the ſe 
diſingenuous Sophiſtries, and pitiful Evaſions. 
But what is ſtill more extraordinary, their very 
Grants of Money, of which you make your 
Boaſt with peculiar Exultation; I mean their 
own Grants made in their own Aſſemblies, and 
For the particular Uſes and Defences of their 

; Ne | own 
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own Provinces during the laſt War, are a fur- 
ther Illuſtration of this Matter. Sir, by your 


Manner of expreſſing yourſelſ on this Head, 


p. 46. You have endeavoured to make the good 
people of England believe, that the Amerrcans 
have been the moſt liberal People upon Earth of 
their Grants of Money; provided there was a 
Requifition made to them in due Form and 
Manner, and that there was a juſt and ſufficient 
Reaſon alledged for making ſuch a Requiſition. 
How ſurprized therefore will they be to hear ſo 
different an Account given of this Matter by the 
moſt unexceptionable of all Witneſſes, even by 
themſelves ! The Authority I ſhall quote at 
preſent, as being the moſt recent, and likely to 
be contradicted, had it been falſe, is the Speech 
of Governor FRANKLIN made to the Aſſembly 
of New-Ferſey, May 16, 1975 : The Neceſ- 
* ſity of ſome ſupreme Judge [whether, and 
* when each Province contributes its juſt Quot# 
* for the general apr? is evident from the 
* very Nature of the Caſe ; as otherwiſe ſome 
* Colonies might not contribute their due Pro- 
portion. During the laſt War, I well remeth- 
ber, it was ardently wiſhed by ſome of the 
* Colonies, that others, who were thought tao 
be delinquent, might be compelled by Act of 
* Parliament to bear an equal Share of the pubs 
* lic Burdens. It appears by the Minutes of 
* Aſſembly, in March and April 1758, that 
* ſome of the neighbouring Colonies, thought 
Neu Jerſey had not at that Time contributed 
its due Hare towards the Expences of the 
„ Wat; and thatPrefidentRzaoinG (the then 
* Corimandet in Chief of the Colony) was of 
„ the ſame Opinion. And ſince my Admini- 
4 tration, when the Aſſeribly in 1764 was 
„ called upon to make Proyifion for raiſing 
.. fome Troops on Account of the Andion War, 
1 ; by they 


om rent — 
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they declined doing it for ſome Time, but on 
„Condition a Majority-of the Eaſtern Colonies, 
as far as to include Maſſachuſet's-Bay, ſhould 
„come into His Majeſty's Requiſition on the 
. © Occaſion. But [N. B.] as none of the Aſſem- 
blies of the New-England Governments 
thought themſelves nearly concerned, nothing 
, granted by them And the whole Burden 
of the Expedition then carried on, fell upon 
„ Great-Britain and three or four of the middle 
* Colonies, with which this Colony was diſſatisfied, 
and the Aſſembly complained of it in one of 

„their Addreſſes to me on the Occaſion.” 
Now, Sir, in this Extract from Governor 
FRANK Lix's Speech, you ſee, that both Fact 
and Argument directly confute your fine- ſpun 
aerial Theory of a voluntary Revenue, for the 
general Support even of the American Part of the 
Empire; — without hinting a Word about the 
European Intereſts of Great-Britain. For here, 
all their Governments were left to their own 
free Choice, without the Shadow of a Com- 
ulſion. Here the Parliament did not inter- 
ere at all: Nor did the King interfere in any 
other Mode, than by Requiſition; and that too 
for their own Sakes, and for the Sake of their 
Siſter-Colonies. Yet what was the Conſe- 
quence ?—Why, all the Governments through- 
out the Continent, excepting three or four of 
the middle ones, granted,— the voluntary 
* Flow of heaped-up Plenty, [Page 59] burſt- 
ing from the Weight of its own rich Luxu- 
** riance, ever running in a moſt copious Stream 
of Revenue; —that is to ſay, they granted, 
JUST NOTHING AT ALL: And poor England, 
with what tiny Aſſiſtance it could draw from theſe 
three or four middle Colonies, was forced to 
bear all the Burden, as is uſually her hard Fate. 
. 
| „ an 


— 
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and Governments refuſed to contribute any Share 
in Aid of their Siſter-Colonies, is a Circumſtance, . 
which, I hope, no Inhabitant of Great-Britain or 
Ireland will paſs over, without due Attention, and 
without making a Self-Application to his own 
Cauſe and Country, viz. Theſe New England- 
Governments did not think themſelves /o nearly 
intereſted in the Conſequences of an Indian War, 
as the other middle Colonies were. "2 


Anglia quid rides? Mutato nomine de te 
Fabula narratur. 


TuxkETORE, my European Fellow-Subjects, 
if Great-Britain or Ireland ſhould at any Time 
have an European Quarrel on their Hands, 
you know already, what Aſſiſtance you are to 
expect from the Fellow-Feelings of your bene- 
volent Fellow-Subjects in America. : 

How EVER, had we been deſtitute of Governor 
FRANKLIN'S Teſtimony of the Refuſal of the' 
Colonies to contribute any Thing towards the 
Relief of others, where their own Intereſts are 
wt immediately concerned; we might have been 
ſupplied, even out of your own Stores, with very 
ſtrong and cogent Reaſons againſt depending on 
ſuch voluntary Grants from our dutiful Sons of 
North- America. For you, Sir, according to your 
uſual Flow of heaped-up Plenty, burſting from 
the Weight of your own rich Luxuriance, ever run- 
ung in a moſt copious Stream; — You, Sir, in 
plain Engliſb, are continually furniſhing me 
with Plenty of Arguments againſt yourſelf, 


The Inſtances, which Mr, Bunk E has brought at Page: 
46, to prove that the Colonies, or rather that a few aut of the 
many Colonies, have been liberal in their Grants to Great- 
Britain during the Continuance of a privateering, ſmuggling, 
trucking, and buckflering, American, Sea-War, in which they 
vere ſure to be the greateſt Gainers ;—ſhall be particularly 
conſidered in an enſuing Treatiſe, an Addreſs to the landed 
litereſt of Great: Britain and Ireland. ED | 
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You bave, for Example, taken uncommon n 
Pains to expoſe and confute the Syſtem of Lord t 
Nox rA for obtaining an American Revenue, by / 
qbliging each Province to furniſh its Contingent : 9 
Which you very humoröufly deſcribe by the 1 
Idea of ſetting up a State-Auction in the Anti- 
Chamber of the Premier. And I do freely ac- 
knowledge, that the Objections you have ſtarted 
againſt this Mode of Taxation, ſeem to me un- 
anſwerable. [ Though, I truſt, you will have 
more Generoſity, than to tell the Prime Miniſter, 
that this is my Opinion; leaſt he ſhould deny me 
a Biſhoprick, which you ſay I am aiming at; 
and which certainly is not likely to be obtained 
by this Manner of Proceeding.] But alas 
while you were fo eager in demoliſhing the mi- 
niſterial Citadel for compelling an American 
Taxation, — you forgot, that by the very ſame 
Means, you were undermining your own Edifice 
for a gratuitous Revenue. | 
Fon 1ſt.—lt plainly appears, that even your 
awn Plan for obtaining a gratuitous Revenue, 
From ſuch a People as you have deſcribed, cannot 
ſucceed, in Fact, without both an Auction-Room 
and an Auctioniering-Hammer. Indeed, you 
yaurſelf are ſo conſcious of the Truth of this 
_ Obſervation, that, at Page 59, you do not 
ſeruple to repreſent the Matter in a Point of 
View ſtill more diſnonourable and baſe, by bor- 
rowing the Idea of a Set of Gamblers crouding 
round 2 Table. Phe Parties are the 
Gameſters; but Gevernment keeps the Table. 
and is ſure to win at laſt. Now, which of theſe 
two delicate Similies, the AuQion-Room, or the 
gaming Table, you chooſe to prefer, in order to 
do Honour to your Americas Friends and Patrous, 
is a Matter af Indifference to me. But one Thing 
is certain, that if any Revenue, in any Shape, or 
qn any Terms, is to be obtained from ſuch ho- 
| nourable 
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ro EDMUND BURKE, Es d. 44 
nourable Aſſemblies, as you have here deſcribed ; 
thoſe who bgrangue, and lead, and gouern in each 
Aſſembly muſt be bought of ;—Qr, as yau ele- 
cantly phraſe it, on @ ſimilar Oceaſion, They 
* muſt be won by great Hongurs and great 
« Emoluments [all at the Ex pencs of O Eng- 
« Jand] to the Service of the State, otherwiſe 
« they will prove very formidable Adverſaries 
« to Government: They will grow ſtubborn 
« and litigious : become prompt in Attack, 


« ready in Defence, and full of Reſources.” 


And therefore it muſt undoubted}y follow, that 
the more free and unreſtrained. theſe patrianic, 
gaming, or auctioniering Demagogues ſhalt 
become, the more they will pride themſelves 
on their own Importance, and the higher will 
be the Price, which they will demand for their 
Services to Great-Britazs. 


Bu r, 2dly.—You bring another Objection 


againſt Lord Nor THr's Scheme, at P. 55, which 
militates much more ſtrongly againſt your own. 
Your Words are, Suppaſe the Colonies 
* were to lay. tbe Duties which furniſhed heir 
* Contingent, upon the Importation of your Ma- 
nufactures; you know you would never ſuf- 


fer ſuch a Tax to be laid. You knew too, b 


that you would not ſuffer many other Modes 
** of Taxation.” Now, if inftead of the Word 
Contingent, which is Lord NogTH's, we inſert 
Free-Gift, which is yours; I aſk any Man of 


plain, comman Senſe, whether the Objection is 


not at leaſt equally ſtrong againſt your Plan, 88 
againſt his In Fact it is much ranges. Foy 
a5 there went not be that /egal and coufiturianad 
Call fox making voluntary Freſenti, as for futn 
niſhing nęceſſary Contingents ; the Conſaquense 
would be, chat both the Pravingial Repreſen- 
tatives, and their Conſtituentg would naturally 
ay, if the rich Engl Nation will expect . 

ents 
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ſents from us poor Americans, we muſt raiſe 
them by laying Taxes on their own Manufac- 
tures: - And then, whatever ſuch Imports may 
amount to, they will in the Event promote the 
Induſtry and N our own Coun- 
l ſay, this is the nat Language, which 
— Fe Men 9 hold on ſuch an Occaſion, and 
more eſpecially Americans. But you, Sir, 1 
own, have a very different Idea ef Men, and 
Things. You ſay at Page 60, © My Hold of the 
& Colonies is in the cloſe Affection, which 
„ grows from common Names, from kindred 
4 Blood, from ſimilar Privileges, and equal Pro. 
<< tection. Theſe are Ties, which, though light 
% as Air, are as ſtrong as Links or Iron.” 
Alas! dear Sir, England has already, to its Coſt, 
found all theſe Ties and Connections, to be 
Trifles light as Air! Yes, I ſay, —England has 
_ experimentally found them to be no Links at 
all, if put into Competition with preſent Intereſt ; 
much leſs to be Links of Iron ;—She has, I re- 
peat, and inſiſt upon it, made this unwelcome 
Diſcovery concerning Colony-Gratitude, even 
from the Moment that each Infant-Colony 
could ſtand alone, without the Aſſiſtance of the 
Parent-State. 
In ſhort, there is ſomething aſtoniſhingly ab- 
ſurd in the very Suppoſition, that a People ſo 
addicted to Chicane, as you have painted theſe 
Americans to he; and who moſt undoubtedly 
have deviſed many difingenuous Artifices a- 
gainſt paying their juſt Debts to their Engli# 
Creditors ; —ſhould, all on a ſudden, by the 
mere Magic of your enchanting Metaphors, be 
fo changed and altered, as not only to become 
very honeſt, very exact, and punctual in their 
Dealings; but alſo very liberal, generous, and 
munificent. And here again, I willingly ſub- 
mit to be ranked in the Number of thoſe poor, 
ERS | 1gnorant 
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ignorant Beings, whom you condeſcend to 

mention at Page 61. All this I know well 
« enough will ſound wild and chimerical to the 
« pROFANE HERD of thoſe vulgar and mecha- 
« nical Politicians, who have no Place among 
« us [in the Houſe of Commons; I—a Sort of 
« People, who think that nothing exiſts but 
« what is groſs and material; and who there- 
« fore, far from being qualified to be Directors 
« of the great Movement of Empire, are not 
« fit to turn a Wheel in the Machine.” 
Now, Mr. Director of the great Movement 
of Empire! Will you permit (and it is the 
only Boon I aſk) an obſcure Perſon, whoſe Pro- 
vince it is to turn only one of the inferior 
Wheels :—1I ſay, will you permit him to appear 
in your Preſence, whilſt you are perſonating a 
great Miniſter of State in this new-intended pa- 
triotic Adminiſtration ? e as 222 


O Diva gratum que regis antium, 
Preſens vel imo tollere de gradu 
Mortale corpus, vel ſuperbos 
Fertere funeribus triumphos “ 


Tux firſt Act of your Directorſhip will un= 
doubtedly be RE 


— — —Superbos 
Vertere funeribus trtumphos ! > 


That is, to turn out the preſent Set of Mini- 
ſterial Blunderers, that profane Herd of vulgar 
end mechanical Politicians, who fancy, that Offi- 
cers are neceſſary to collect a Revenue, and 


Laws to enforce the Payment ;—then to repeal 


every penal Statute for compelling the good 
People of ; England to pay Taxes againft their 
0wn Conſent ; — to diſcharge, of courſe thoſe 
groſs and material Beings, called Cuſtom-Houſe 
Officers, 
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Officers, Excite-Men, &c. c. c. #hd to truſt 
rely £6 = 3 fhall 
ariſe. | whizlary Q beaped-15 
Phinty,;: row 388 Merit of in oun rich 
Lain, nan Orig inn voLunTaily Do- 
zarroexs. Methinks, Sin, I Tee you king your 
grand minifterial Part, with. great Digrity and 
mat) in his at an wy GE — 
or- 
rang" tg 1 Freewvill 
u Service e. che Srars, in the 
—— rich Lancuriance.. And I too, 
who never was at 4.minifterial Levee but three 
Times in my Life, and that about twenty Years 
ag. 1 4 wiſh moſt urdently to attend on 
ſueh am Oαν ̃‚ẽDn. And that I may noi come 
empty-handed, for:we (ſhall all be Gin, und no 
Iwill hably -beg; Lexve to bring 
this Pamphlet with me,: ro lay t at your 
Feet; in Token of that Duty, Gratitud wk, and 
Reſpect, with CRT 10 
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